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OBITUARY – JOHAN (SCOTTIE) BUYS 

(15.06.49– 21.12.2013) 

Dave Edge & Owen Garvie 

Johan (Scottie) Buys was born at Brakpan on 15th June 1949 and he matriculated from Stilfontein High 
School in 1977. He obtained a BA and a Teaching Diploma from Potchefstroom Teacher’s Training 
College in 1981 and was then awarded the degree of M.Ed. from Potchefstroom University in 1983. 
He spent most of his working career at Milner High School in Klerksdorp, where he rose to be the 
head of the History department and Deputy Headmaster, as well as being responsible for the boys’ 
hostel. In his later years he became a Regional School Inspector responsible for the education 
standards and coaching of teachers in the curriculum and its implementation throughout the North 
West Province. He was dedicated to his work and took his position very seriously, travelling 
extensively to many schools and conducting training programs.  

He was nearing retirement and no doubt had many plans to embark on more butterfly trips. Sadly he 
passed away on 21st December 2013 following a sudden heart attack. He is survived by his wife 
Wilma, his brother Deon and his sister Susan. 

Some personal memories from Dave Edge 

Scottie was originally married to my wife’s sister Theresa when we met in 1982. He fairly soon 
became fascinated with the butterflies he saw in my collection, and became a passionate and 
accomplished butterfly collector. He assembled a substantial and scientifically valuable collection, 
which was immaculately arranged and curated, from all the provinces of South Africa.  

Some of the happiest memories we have of Scottie were on collecting trips we made to classical 
localities such as the Sheba Mine near Barberton where we had great fun chasing Lepidochrysops 
swanepoeli and L. jeffreyi, along with Theresa and Esmé. We also made some trips together to the 
Drakensberg, scaling the heights and making some wonderful captures whilst having some hair-raising 
adventures along the way. His sense of humour in even the toughest situations was quite amazing! 

He tried, with scant success, to teach this Englishman how to braai but I was never able to produce the 
amazing tastes of the food that came off his braai or from his potjie. As with everything he did, he 
perfected the art of braaiing, and we spent many happy hours preparing, having a few beers and other 
“dops” and savouring his food. 

He made some remarkable butterfly discoveries for which, being a modest man, he claimed no credit. 
He was for example the first person to locate the breeding trees for Aphnaeus hutchinsonii at Hornsnek 
near Pretoria. Up until that time most of us (including David Swanepoel) thought the host plant was an 
Acacia species. Scottie diligently searched the northern base of Hornsnek until he eventually spotted 
hutchinsonii females high up in a tree. He alerted me to this and after securing a female each we 
searched the lower branches of the tree and others in the vicinity for early stages, eventually finding 
eggs and larvae (tended by ants). These larvae were reared as far as the final instar. These breeding 
trees were identified as Burkea africana (at that time not a known host plant). A fascinating feature 
was the large number of holes in the lower boles of the trees which we believed were bored by the 
final instar larvae prior to pupation. This was probably the reason why no larvae could be raised to 
adults in captivity. 

At Christmas 1993 Scottie and Theresa came to stay with us at our house on the Heads at Knysna. 
Scottie went for a walk on the morning of Christmas Day and returned with specimens of Thestor 
brachycerus and a new (still undescribed) species of Lepidochrysops which he had found at the top of 
the Heads. This remarkable discovery turned out to be the strongest known colony of T. brachycerus 
and to this day the only known locality of the Lepidochrysops, despite extensive later searches. Sadly 
both colonies were destroyed when a house was built on the exact place. If this butterfly is ever 
described and named it is hoped that the describer will dedicate it to Scottie’s memory. 

I hear that Scottie had decided to donate his butterfly collection to the University of the Free State, and 
it is to be hoped that they will care for it with the same dedication that he did. 

Dave Edge 
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Tribute from Owen and Wendy Garvie 

Both Wendy and I were saddened to hear of Johan’s passing. He was a close friend of ours and we 
enjoyed his company on many butterfly collecting trips to Namaqualand and the Western Cape whilst 
we lived in Kimberley.  

Johan was a relaxed, easy to get on with sort of a guy, who was a pleasure to have on a butterfly 
collecting trip. Both Wendy and I enjoyed his company on many butterfly collecting trips to 
Namaqualand. He was very generous in sharing information about localities of rare butterflies, even in 
the years when many collectors were reluctant to divulge such information. We collected at 
Springbok, Kleinsee, Hondeklipbaai, Lamberts Bay and inland at Witwater and the Gifberg. He had a 
good general knowledge of butterflies and their localities, but particularly liked to collect Thestor, 
Lepidochrysops and Chrysoritis species. Johan had an uncanny knack of knowing where to look for 
Thestors. I remember when we were in Namaqualand, we knew that T. dryburghi flew amongst some 
granite hills near Kamieskroon, but did not know the exact locality. We climbed a large hill and when 
Wendy and I returned to the Toyota Double cab at the base of the hill after a long fruitless search, 
there was Johan waiting for us and he had found the colony and had three perfect specimens of 
T. dryburghi which he found in a very small area in a saddle depression on the top of the hill. 

When driving through a small town or dorpie, Johan loved to go into a café either to buy snacks or a 
cool drink and fish biltong was his favourite snack.  He was also fond of restoring furniture in his 
spare time and often asked us to stop so he could browse/ look at antique/secondhand furniture shops 
in the far flung small towns during our collecting trips in the hope of finding a bargain. 

At the end of a long hot day in the field Johan loved a take a shower and after a few Bacardi and coke 
drinks, would then systematically begin to set all the butterflies he had collected that day, persevering 
long into the night so that he knew exactly what he needed to complete his series the next day. He was 
well organised and took his collecting seriously. 

Johan and I had a very rewarding trip 
to the Western Cape in November 
1997. We visited Uniondale and Johan 
introduced me to the beautiful 
butterflies of the Kammanassie 
Mountains. We travelled on to 
Oudtshoorn and from there spent a few 
days collecting L. swartbergensis, 
L. pringlei, C. pyramus, C. swanepoeli 
and many others on the Swartberg 
Pass. We then stayed at Riversdale and 
collected T. pictus and L. braueri on 
the slopes of Garcia’s Pass. At Stilbaai 
we found T. swanepoeli swarming and 
got some T. rossouwi near Bredasdorp. 
We also found T. protumnus  aridus 
near Noupoort on the way back home. 

Johan was always very helpful, often 
donating specimens from his collection 
if he had any spares (and even 
sometimes when it deprived his own 
series). I will treasure these specimens 
which he kindly donated to our 
collection and Wendy and I will value 
the fond memories we had with Johan 
on the above collecting field trips. 

Owen and Wendy Garvie 
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